240 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL
first vacancy. And so, by unremitting attention to his own
business and the town's, which he always identified, for he liked
to feel that if he made any modest profit out of a contract the
public benefited in an even larger measure, he sat upon the egg
which he got with his wife and " clocked it to some purpose."
The time overlaps that of the Annah, extending from the close
of the American war, all through the revolutionary period, to
the years after Waterloo. It was a time when it behoved the
leaders in a royal burgh to restrain " the inordinate liberty of the
multitude," " to bridle popularity, which was becoming rampant
and ill to ride, kicking at all established order." Accordingly, he
" resolved to discountenance all tumultuous meetings, and to
place every reasonable impediment in the way of multitudes
assembling together,"l and incidentally to abolish the town fairs,
which promoted disturbance and were a thorn in the side of
regular tradesmen, cutting prices and underselling, " so that both
private interest and public incited me on to do all in my power to
bring our fair-days into disrepute."
Galfs Then, in the affair of the church, which wanted reseating,
Irony though its walls were coming down and it ought to have been
rebuilt, he was able to discomfit Bailie M'Lucre, who had a
secret interest in a whinstone quarry, and oblige William Place,
the joiner. " A most reasonable man in all things he was," and
" the kirk was in a manner made as good as new." Thus did
Mr Pawkie succeed in furthering his interests in both worlds,
being satisfied with very moderate advantages to himself from
transactions that were for the infinite benefit of the town. He
prided himself on having set his face against the time-honoured
policy of those in public life, the pilfering and swindling and
jobbery; and, as he says in his valediction, "Although, in the
outset of my public life, some of my dealings may have been
leavened with the leaven of antiquity, yet upon the whole, it will
not be found, I think, that, one thing weighed with another, I
have been an unprofitable servant to the community. Magistrates
and rulers must rule according to the maxims and affections of
the world j at least, whenever I tried any other way, strange
obstacles started up in the opinions of men against me, and my
1 Chap, rviii.